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Thank you for enquiring about making a legacy
in your will to All Saints Church, Lindfield.
This booklet is designed to help you decide
if this is the right course for you and provide
guidance on the next steps to take.
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Dear Parishoner,
I am delighted that you are contemplating leaving a legacy
to All Saints. Past legacy gifts have been incredibly helpful to
the church in furthering its aims, either through providing the
means for pursuing new areas of ministry or for helping us
to maintain the fabric of the church.
Many charities depend to a significant degree on funds
raised through legacy giving. Not everyone appreciates that
All Saints Church is also a charity in its own right, and thus is
able to receive legacy gifts just like any other charity. You will
be familiar with all of the areas of ministry that All Saints
runs to the benefit of the wider community in Lindfield.
This pack has been assembled by our Legacy Officer,
Nick Hawes, with further input by the clergy at All Saints.
Giving through the leaving of a legacy is a final act of giving
to the church by a parishioner, often to mark gratitude for
all that the Lord has done in and through that individual’s
life during their time here on earth.
If you have been involved with All Saints during your life,
and once you have provided for those you leave behind,
it might be a comfort to them if you leave some of your
estate to All Saints as they will know how much the church
meant to you during your life.
In this pack you will find, in addition to this letter:
A practical guide to leaving a legacy to All Saints
A devotional that you can use to help guide your decision
making and to help inform your prayers as
you contemplate the drawing up or revision to your Will

Welcome

I hope that you find these materials helpful, and that you will be
willing and able to leave a legacy to All Saints.
If you have further questions or require more information,
please contact, in the first instance, the Legacy Officer for All
Saints, Nick Hawes; his contact details are included on page 10
of this pack.
Thank you again for considering leaving a legacy to All Saints.

Stuart Silk

Making a Difference by Leaving
a Legacy to All Saints Church
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Why leave a Legacy?
The Church of England legacy website* states:
For nearly 500 years the Church of England has
encouraged people to make a will. The Book of Common
Prayer instructs clergy to remind people who are sick
to make a will…. “For the better discharging of their
conscience and the quietness of their executors”. In
addition, it also states that “people should often be put
in remembrance to take order for the settling of their
temporal estates, whilst they are in health.”

Practicalities

Once you have made provision for your loved ones, you have
the opportunity to make a lasting gift to God, by leaving a
legacy to his church. A gift in your will to your local church is
one of the most valuable and lasting ways you can continue
to support its mission and ministry within your community.
A legacy is an expression of your enduring gratitude to God,
and can help keep your local church alive, active and, indeed,
help transform its future.
How often do we really appreciate God’s
overwhelming generosity to every one of
us? God gave us all that we have and all
that we are; our wealth and possessions,
our family and friends, our health, the
earth we live on, the air we breathe; even
his Son Jesus. We are all rich in the gift and
grace of Christ; ‘for you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich.’
(2 Corinthians 8:9)
Gifts in wills are an important part of Christian Giving, and
leaving a gift to your church is a way to thank God for all the
blessings you have received in your lifetime. In other words,
leaving a legacy is simply an extension of your faithful giving
throughout your life.
*www.churchlegacy.org.uk

What will legacy gifts be used for?
Legacy gifts will not generally be used for everyday running costs. All Saints has a
well-established annual “Stewardship” process for identifying and seeking funding
for the “ordinary” activities of the church. This process ensures that all of the everyday
funding needs of the church, including our Parish Share, is provided for, and funds
are raised to enable the vital work of All Saints to go forward in line with plans
agreed by the PCC. Instead, legacy gifts will allow the clergy and PCC to consider new
things, some of which may not have been previously considered. Some examples of
what a legacy gift might be used for are set out below:
Fund a new area of ministry, through paying for an additional short-term
member of staff and/or their accommodation, and whatever other financial
needs this ministry area has to enable it to get off the ground and build it
going forwards
Pay to renew, expand or generally enhance any of our facilities or equipment.
Pay for additional mission activities, either in the UK or overseas
Provide funds to help people attending All Saints to follow where they
believe the Lord is leading them, if they lack funds to do this themselves
Help with specific training for certain ministries
Help poorer parishioners financially in accordance with need, as determined
by the Clergy and Churchwardens – All Saints has a fund earmarked for this
purpose which can be topped up.
This list is not meant to be all encompassing; rather is just to give you a feel for what
extra legacy funds could be used for.

Past examples of how All Saints
has been blessed by legacy gifts
Here are some examples of how past
legacy gifts have helped enable certain
things, which might not have taken place
without that legacy.
Brenda Dart left a substantial legacy
to the All Saints Bells Fund. The bells at
All Saints needed to be renewed, and
a fundraising process was put in place.  
Brenda’s generous gift brought the
achievement of the required funding
much closer and accelerated the timescale
for completion of the project.

Other unrestricted legacy funds were directed by the PCC towards the
ASPIRE project, which has renewed and improved our church fabric,
readying it for future ministry to the village.
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In 1997, Keith Marsh, a faithful member of All Saints, left the residue of his estate to
All Saints. Keith, a former teacher at Great Walstead School, had a particular interest in
world mission and in the development of young people. With his legacy, All Saints was
able to purchase a house in Lindfield for use by a youth worker, establish a bursary
fund to help young people experience the worldwide church through small grants of
money, replenish and harmonise our communion silverware, and purchase our first
video projector. All of these things enhanced and blessed the ministry of All Saints in
new ways.

The practicalities of leaving a legacy to All Saints
1. Make sure your loved ones are provided for
You will have loved ones – family members or specific friends who you will wish
to leave money and/or assets to. In considering leaving a legacy to All Saints, please
make sure that you are not depriving your family or specific friends of things that you
might have left to them. Equally, if they know that All Saints has been an important
part of your life, they may be pleased to see you leaving something to All Saints in
memoriam. Gifts like this can sometimes be a comfort to your family after you
have gone.
2. Restricted or Unrestricted Gifts?
You may have a particular ministry or area at All Saints that you have been involved
with, or that you feel needs further impetus, and so you may wish to leave funds
earmarked for that specific area of ministry. However, can we encourage you to make
sure that this ministry area is one which is still likely to be seen as a priority in the
future for the church before you designate your legacy?
It would be sensible to discuss your thoughts with the
Legacy Officer in the first instance and, if necessary, with
one of the clergy before you leave a legacy earmarked
for a specific purpose. The more restricted as to purpose
that you make your gift, the harder, potentially, it is for All
Saints to use.
Legacies which have no specific use allocated to them
by the donor are generally more helpful to All Saints,
as your gift can be allocated to a specific need of the
church, as and when it arises, and as determined by the
PCC. Flexibility of use of legacy gifts that have been left
to All Saints is incredibly helpful; often we find that if left
undesignated gifts, new needs arise that All Saints can
use the funds for.

3. Dealing with inflation
This may sound like an odd thing to include but the issue is real, particularly for
people who made their will while relatively young. Let’s say a legacy gift of £10,000
was given in a will. With inflation running at 2% a year, in 10 years that £10,000 legacy
will have only 84% of the purchasing power it would have had when you first made
the gift. After 20 years it will only have 69% of the purchasing power. At bigger rates
of inflation the impact is much more marked, such that at 5% and after 20 years, your
gift would only have 40% of the impact of the original amount.
So how to address this? There are a couple of ways:
1. You can update your will regularly and increase the size
of legacies given
2. You can specify an amount in the will and ask that the
amount be increased by the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
each year - but please see the cautionary note below.
3. You can leave a percentage of your total estate as a legacy. This will
automatically increase if the value of your estate increases over time because of
inflation.
4. You can leave all of the residue, or a defined share of/percentage of the
residue of your estate to All Saints, once other legacies, expenses and taxes
have been satisfied.
Options 3 and 4 would seem to be the easiest for you and/or your executors.

Dealing with inflation - CAUTION
If you elect to incorporate an inflation clause attached to a fixed sum gift, as
per 2. above, beware the impact that compound inflation can have on your
gift. Just as the value of a gift can be eroded by inflation, its value can also
increase via the impact of compounding. If the rate of inflation increases
more than expected in the years ahead, or your estate does not increase in
line with inflation from the time you make your will, you may find that the
relative value of your gift, once inflated, makes up a bigger share of your
estate than you planned.
This is unlikely to cause problems in the short term but is something you
should discuss with your solicitor, especially if you are unlikely to review
your will on a regular basis. An inflationary clause attached to a fixed sum
gift may not be appropriate for inclusion in your will.
If you have any concerns about this, please feel free to discuss it with the
Legacy Officer, Nick Hawes (see page 10).

Leaving a Legacy – what you need to do next
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There are a number of steps that you can take, as follows:
1.  Consider prayerfully if you are able and willing to leave a legacy to All Saints
and determine how much you wish to leave. To help you to think about this
biblically and to pray about it, there is a separate “Devotional” in this booklet which
is designed to help you. It is suggested that you read it through prayerfully as you
contemplate your wealth and to whom you might leave it, in the context of drawing
up of amending your will. It includes some prayers at the end which you also may find
helpful.
2.  If it will help, use the wealth calculator on page 23 to help you to estimate your
total wealth in order that any legacies can be seen in context.
3.  If your heart is set on leaving a legacy to All Saints for a specific purpose, it would
be very helpful if you could discuss that with the Legacy Officer and/or one of the
clergy, before you designate it in your will, to ensure that your wishes and the church’s
mission align together.

4.  Arrange to draw up your will (if you don’t already have one) or amend it using
your solicitor and include the legacy to All Saints within it. An example of wording to
use is given in the section below. Gifts should be left to
The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church,
122-122A High St
Lindfield
West Sussex
RH16 2HS.
5.  Please inform our Legacy Officer, Nick Hawes, about your legacy to All Saints. He
will keep this confidential, but it helps All Saints to keep track of legacy donations.
Nick’s details can be found on the next page.

Suggested wording for leaving a legacy
The drafting of wills is a legal matter and it is important that they are written
correctly and without ambiguity. Please use a solicitor to get your will, and any
legacies it contains, drafted appropriately.The wording below is for general
guidance and should be discussed with your solicitor before attempting to include it.
Either
“I give _______ % of my residuary estate.”
Or
“I give the sum of £_______ (and write the amount followed by the words “pounds
only” e.g. I give the sum of £10,000 ten thousand pounds only) this amount to be
inflated from the date of this will until the date of my death by the United Kingdom
Consumer Price Index, as published by the Office for National Statistics,”
Whichever option is chosen above, it should be followed by these words:
“...free of all taxes to the Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church, 122-122A
High St, Lindfield, West Sussex, RH16 2HS (UK Registered Charity No 1131687) in the
Diocese of Chichester, and I declare that the receipt of an officer of the Parochial
Church Council shall be a sufficient discharge to my executors and trustees”

Further questions?
If you have questions about this or would like to
discuss legacy matters in confidence, please contact
our All Saints Legacy Officer:
Nick Hawes
01444 831 252
nick.hawes25@gmail.com
Conversations will be confidential between you and
Nick and no other staff or church members need be
involved unless you give permission.
For example, if Nick needs to find something out from
a member of staff on your behalf, he can ask questions
of the clergy or others without revealing your name,
if this is your wish.

A Devotional to Assist You
in Drawing up Your Will
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Christians believe that all things come from God, including all of our
resources and indeed our very existence. We believe he has a plan
for us and our lives from beginning to end, and in His capacity as the
all-knowing God, outside of time and space as we know it, he knew us
when we were developing in our mother’s womb, and knows when it
will be time for us to leave this earth and be with Him in heaven.
Knowing that we will spend eternity with Him in heaven, with no need
to fear death, is a wonderful release from worry about our demise
and allows us to approach thinking about the end of our lives in a
rational and calm manner.
All Saints believes that having a Will is a necessary part of modern life,
no different from, say, having various insurance policies or having a
bank account. Having a Will in place and keeping it updated should be
one of those things that we just do.
We do this for a number of reasons:
We wish to make sure that our last wishes are explicit as to
how our assets at the time of our death are distributed.
In doing this, we wish to make sure that our dependants are
provided for materially after our death.
We may want to avoid controversy or fights between
different parts of the family.

Devotional

We may want to leave specific mementoes to people for
whom they will have special meaning
Importantly, for us as Christians, as part of drawing up our Will, we
may wish to make one last gift to the Lord, in recognition of all He has
done for us and in continuity, as it were, with what has been a lifetime
of faithful giving.
This devotional is designed to help you think through drawing up your
Will, but specifically is focused on helping you to think if you are in a
position to leave a legacy to All Saints to allow the ministry to continue
and thrive once you have gone.
This guide will, we hope, provide a Biblical context for the process of
drawing up your Will.

The Bible says an extraordinary amount about money; set out below are a number
of biblical references and related thoughts which we hope will serve to help you
think about your wealth in the context of drawing up your Will, but importantly in
the context of the richness of the inheritance we have in Christ. It is appropriate,
therefore, that this is where we should start.

Our inheritance in Christ
Before you consider your material wealth and its distribution via your Will, spend a
little time pondering the rich inheritance you have and will receive through Christ:
Ephesians 1:11 says,
“In him [Christ] we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will”.
In Colossians chapter 3 slaves are exhorted to work heartily – for the Lord
and not for men, “knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance
as your reward” (v24).
1 Peter 1:4 describes this inheritance further, saying that we have been born
again “into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade”. This inheritance
is “kept in heaven for you.”
According to the apostle Peter, our inheritance is distinguished by four important
qualities:
Our inheritance in Christ is imperishable.
Unlike the world, where everything decays, what we have in Christ is not subject to
corruption or decay. Matthew 6:19 and 20 talks about laying up treasure in heaven,
“where neither moth nor rust destroys”. Those who have been born again are born “not
of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God”
- 1 Peter 1: 23.
Our inheritance in Christ is unspoiled.
What we have in Christ is free from anything that would deform, debase, or degrade.
Christ is truly perfect. He is “holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners and
exalted above the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26), and our inheritance in Him is also holy,
blameless, exalted, and pure. No earthly corruption or weakness can touch what God
has bestowed.
Our inheritance in Christ is unfading.
What we have in Christ is an enduring possession. Our inheritance is not of this
world. Its glorious intensity will never diminish. God says, “I am making all things new!”
(Revelation 21:5).
Our inheritance in Christ is reserved.
What we have in Christ is being “kept” in heaven for us. Your crown of glory has your
name on it. Although we enjoy many blessings as children of God here on earth, our
true inheritance—our true home—is reserved for us in heaven. Like Abraham, we are
“looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God” Hebrews 11:10.
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The Holy Spirit guarantees that we will
receive eternal life in the world to come
(2 Corinthians 1:22).
In fact, “in him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance”
Ephesians 1: 13-14.
We are secure, being guarded by the Almighty
Himself, and surely our inheritance is equally
secure. No one can steal it from us.
John 10: 28-29 says:
“I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all and no one is able to snatch
them out of the Father’s hand.”
Revelation 21:4 gives us a brief but beautiful
description of our inheritance:
“‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the
former things have passed away.” God and man
will dwell together. Everything will be made
new.
So as Christians, in accordance with 2
Corinthians 4:18:
“we look not to the things which are seen but to
the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are
unseen are eternal”
It is thus only in this context – of the rich
inheritance that awaits us in heaven – that
we can begin to think about our temporal affairs.

“We look not
to the things
which are seen
but to the
things that
are unseen.”
2 Corinthians 4:18

Our wealth, like other blessings,
all comes from God
The Bible teaches us that everything in heaven
and earth belongs to God, and thus if we give back
to him, we only return to him what is already his.
When the offering is presented at All Saints, we
often quote part of the scripture from the end of
the first book of Chronicles, where David prays in
the assembly which has gathered to take up an
offering to fund the temple:
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the victory and the majesty,
for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is
yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are
exalted as head over all. Both riches and honour
come from you and you reign over all.”
The Bible contains many passages which tell
us that everything here on earth, as in heaven,
is God’s.
Psalm 24: 1 says
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it;
At the end of the book of Job, when God
is telling Job of his greatness he says in
Job 41:11: “Who has first given to me, that I
should repay him? Whatever is under the whole
heaven is mine.”
In Haggai 2:8 God makes explicit that money
is his too; he says “The silver is mine, and the
gold is mine, declares the Lord of Hosts.”
We are warned in Scripture not to become proud in
the success of our own efforts in gaining material
wealth, but to give thanks to God for the material
blessings he has shown specifically to us.
Riches in this life are not to be seen as a specific
reward for the Christian in this life, as wealth
accrues to many different people, including the
worst tyrants, but rather to see material wealth as
a blessing from God which can be given to anyone.

“The earth is the
Lord’s, and the
fullness thereof,
the world and
those who
dwell therein”.
Psalm 24:1-3

1 Samuel 2:7 says
“The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts.”
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Deuteronomy 8: 17-18 sums this up by saying:
“Beware, lest you say in your heart, ‘my power and the might of my hand have
gained me this wealth’. You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he that
gives you power to get wealth”
So the point of these passages is that we should not regard our material wealth as
“ours” to spend how we wish, but rather consider it as “His”, and as we draw up our
Will we should be asking ourselves how should we spend God’s money. Set out below
are some further principles that can guide us in this decision making process.

Giving is a duty for Christians
We have already seen above that money and possessions are not uniquely gifts from
God to reward Christians. Instead it is better for us to envision wealth as one of many
other gifts God gives us, all designed to enable his kingdom to grow on earth.
Maybe some of the best verses to illustrate this principle are where Paul, in the Book
of Romans, explains how we all have different gifts, given to us for the purposes of
building each other up:
“Having gifts that differ, according to the grace given to us, let us use them: If
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches,
in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes,
in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, in
cheerfulness”  Romans 12: 6-8.
Note in the passage the description “the one who contributes” – in other translations
of the Bible, the reference to money here is more explicit.
In the parable of the talents, we see the good and faithful servants rewarded for using
the resources that the master (God in the parable) had given them, but the servant
who did nothing with their talent punished. The meaning is clear: whatever talents we
have – skills, material wealth, spiritual gifting, ability and willingness to come along
side others etc. needs to be used in His service.
As you contemplate your Will, you have an opportunity to give some of your capital
that you have accumulated over your lifetime and which you may not have been able
to give when alive, to God for use in his kingdom.
As a member of All Saints, it is likely that you have given, and will continue to give,
faithfully during your life. A good way of considering your Will is to see it as a last
opportunity to be faithful to God in giving, out of capital which may not, for good
reason, have been accessible when you were alive, not least because you still need to
live in your house, live off your capital etc.

A gift to enable the future work
of the church
You will have been involved with All Saints for a
number of years, maybe for a large part of your
life, or maybe only for a few years. In each instance
you will have understood the passion of All Saints
for reaching the lost and bringing them to Christ.
This is nothing less than fulfilling the “Great
Commission”, in which Jesus says in
Matthew 28:19-20,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always
to the end of the age.”
A gift in your Will allows you to “reach out” and
help to fulfil this commission into the future,
beyond your lifetime, and for you to continue to
have an impact for God’s kingdom after you have
gone, through the ministry of All Saints.

Provide for your family and friends

“Go therefore
and make
disciples of
all nations.”
Matthew 28:19

Leaving an inheritance for your family and special
friends is thoroughly biblical: In Genesis 12: 7 God
appeared to Abraham and promised his offspring
the land of Canaan. Abraham left everything he
owned to his eldest son, Isaac. Solomon inherited
great wealth from his father David (1 Kings 9: 4-7).
He prospered and when he died, his wealth passed
to his son, Rehoboam.
In 1 Timothy chapter 5, Paul is discussing the
provision for widows, and orders that family
members should provide for the widow. Verse 8
widens this, saying:  “But if anyone does not provide
for his relatives, and especially for members of his
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever.”
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In drawing up your will, therefore, you need to firstly
consider the financial security and other considerations
in respect of your family. You may also wish to leave
specific items or sums to your good friends.
In considering who you leave money to, your spouse, unless
they have independent means of support after you have
gone, would normally be your first priority.

“A good man

The Bible also makes it clear that parents should leave an
inheritance to their children. In 2 Corinthians 12:14, Paul
is talking about his spiritual parenthood of the Corinthian
church and invokes the maxim “For children are not bound to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children.”

inheritance

The Bible also suggests that you should consider
leaving resources to your grandchildren:
Proverbs 13:22 says “A good man leaves an
inheritance to his children’s children.”

leaves an
to his
children’s
children.”
Proverbs 13:22

Only once you have allowed for the future provision of
your family, should you consider your giving to charity
and/or All Saints.
Put another way, it would be wrong to leave all of your
wealth to the church or other charities, while leaving your
spouse, children or other dependent family members
destitute, or denying your special friends a memento of you
that will have special meaning for them. This would neither
be wise, nor biblical.

How much should I give?
The Bible is not explicit in this regard, but there are a
number of good biblical principles that we can apply in
working this through:
As Christians we seek to honour God with our firstfruits when it comes to giving.
Recognising that everything comes from Him in the first place, we naturally want to
give back to Him in gratitude.
Proverbs 3: 9-10 says
“Honour the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then
your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with wine.”

Firstfruits mean, as the name suggests – the first and best of the crop. We can apply
this in money terms by thinking that giving to God should be the first thing you think
of once family have been taken care of.
Be cheerful and generous.
2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 says
“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
Give as we have been given
Not everyone is wealthy. However as we know the Bible says that much is expected
from those who have much.  There are many examples in the Bible where giving is
discussed. The Bible makes allowance for smaller sums to be given by people who
have little to give (sacrifices of lambs by the rich, doves or pigeons by the poor – note
that the giving is proportionate – not having much does not excuse giving nothing).
Also consider the example of the widow’s mite – she gave all she had to live on. Thus
there is a general principle at play here; that if you are wealthy, you are expected
to be generous with your wealth – spending it not on yourself, but on others and to
promote God’s kingdom.
1 Timothy 6:17-18 says:
”As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything
to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so
that they may take hold of that which is truly life.”
Giving 10% of your wealth is a good starting point,
but it can be seen just as a starting point. Consider
the case of the Macedonian churches given as an
example by Paul to the Corinthian church.
In 2 Corinthians 8: 1-5 Paul says
“We want you (the Corinthians) to know, brothers,
about the grace of God that has been given among
the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test
of affliction, their abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. For they gave according
to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their
means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly
for the favour of taking part in the relief of the
saints – and this – not as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the
will of God to us.”

“They gave
themselves first
to the Lord and
then by the will
of God to us.”
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

To whom shall I give?
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As Christians we should prioritise our giving to further God’s kingdom.
There are all manner of “worthy” charities that exist covering every conceivable
niche – from environmental causes to animal charities. There is nothing wrong with
any of these, but the Bible points us, as God’s people, both inward and outward in a
specific direction, with the explicit aim of spreading the gospel and furthering God’s
kingdom. He has entrusted this mission to his church, and so All Saints is a natural
recipient for legacy gifts.
The Bible lays out a number of areas for giving:
Give to poor Christian brothers and sisters – The Bible is explicit in instructing
us to share our resources and model within the church God’s kingdom come.
No one should be in need within the church.  All Saints has a fund administered
by the church wardens for the relief of poverty within the parish – The Church
Warden’s Discretionary Fund
Give to fund the activities of the church – via our spiritual leaders and
overseers in Christ and the ministries within the church that they ultimately
manage and lead. All Saints annual giving usually covers the cost of regular
ministry – but a legacy gift could cover the cost of salary/housing/living expenses
for a new member of the ministry team designed to give momentum to a new
ministry. Funding might also allow a particular ministry area within the church to
be given a nudge – or a new area to be resourced.
Give to fund mission and the proclamation of the gospel overseas – All Saints
has links with many different missionaries and mission societies, as well as
focusing on our local community.
Give to the poor and those in need outside the church as a witness to them.

A youth missions team at Caminul Felix, Romania, in 2017

Some prayers to use
when contemplating
your will

Adapted from The Money Devotional
by Mark Lloydbottom:
Father God, as your word says, none of us knows when we
will die, but even in death you have gone ahead of me. You
have richly blessed me in this life and now please show me
how to pass on what you have given me in this life, so that
I can continue to be a good steward, even after I am gone.
Remind me, Father, to consider my Will and to think
it through and to draw it up in line with Your wisdom.
Give me clear thinking as I plan and prepare to leave an
inheritance for my spouse, children, grandchildren and
other charitable causes including All Saints.
Thank you for this reminder to get my financial affairs in
order for future generations so that what you have blessed
me with is not wasted. Thank you again Lord for your
knowledge, care and interest in every detail of my life –
what a wonderful Father you are! Amen.

From the Anglican Church Legacy Material
Prayer 1
Heavenly Father, I praise and worship you,
I thank you for all that you have given me
Bless me as I seek to respond to your goodness. Amen
Prayer 2
by William Barclay
Lord God, giver of everything,
Help me to remember that Jesus said
“It is more blessed to give than to receive”.
Fill my heart with that love
which knows that real happiness and real wealth
comes from sharing all that we have.
Through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen
Prayer 3
based on 1 Chronicles 29
Blessed are you, O Lord God for ever and ever.
Thine, O Lord is the greatness, the power,
and the victory and the majesty;
For all that is in heaven and on the earth is yours.
Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head over all.
Both riches and honour come of you
for the good of your church
and the glory of your name.
Through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen

SOURCES
gotquestions.org
Christianbiblereference.org
Crosswalk.com – three principles of Godly giving
Bible.org – giving God’s way
The Money Devotional by Mark Lloydbottom
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Legacy Policy - the small print
God’s love for us is revealed through the birth, ministry, death and resurrection of his son, Jesus
Christ. Through His sacrifice all people who come to Him in repentance and faith can receive the free
gift of eternal life with God, confident in the forgiveness of their sins.
People at All Saints have, through the ages, supported the proclaiming of this gospel message
through faithful giving of time and financial resources. All Saints church today, as a church committed
to biblical teaching, encourages parishioners to give regularly to support the ministry of the church
and especially the proclamation of the gospel to both Lindfield, the surrounding villages and further
afield through our Partners in Mission.
Giving to All Saints through legacies is welcomed and encouraged, as a natural extension of a lifetime
of faithful giving, recognising that a legacy gift is the last act of thanks that a parishioner can give in
appreciation of all that God did for that person during their lifetime.

Leaving a Legacy Legacy Policy

In line with exhortations in the Book of Common Prayer, All Saints will encourage all parishioners to
make a will, and keep it up to date, regardless of whether or not it contains a legacy to the church,
as this is recognized as good practice and is also a comfort to those left behind. Parishioners will be
encouraged to make a will while they remain in good health.
All Saints will promote the giving of legacies to the church by parishioners from time to time, with
appropriate sensitivity, and will publish materials to help parishioners in the decision making process
in respect of legacies and will keep these up to date.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) will be responsible for determining how unrestricted legacies
will be used. They will do this taking into account the particular ministry areas and interests that the
donor had had within the church and also considering the priorities of All Saints Church at the time.
(Legacy income will not normally be used to pay for the day to day running costs of the church).
All Saints’ PCC will appoint a Legacy Officer to oversee general legacy matters on their behalf. The
Legacy Officer will be available to give guidance to potential donors and will keep a confidential
record of legacies bequeathed to the Church, only revealing the potential gift when an individual has
deceased. All Saints will encourage the giving of unrestricted legacies and the giving of monetary gifts
in preference to gifts of specific assets, but will receive gifts of assets providing that they can be used
in church ministry or sold to provide a cash sum.
All Saints discourages parishioners from requesting memorial plaques and the like to be placed
as a condition of giving of their legacy. Instead All Saints will publicise the legacy received to the
congregation as part of the annual accounts or in other appropriate ways and will also publicise how
the PCC decided the legacy income was or will be spent.
All Saints reserves the right not to accept legacies if the source of the legacy funds is perceived to
have been in conflict with Christian values. The PCC of All Saints will judge the appropriateness of
potential legacy receipts in this respect.
All Saints also reserves the right to reject a potential legacy if the legacy has been left for a specific
purpose or ministry which the PCC of All Saints cannot support, or which is judged by the PCC as
being impractical to implement. To avoid this happening, All Saints will encourage all parishioners
to leave unrestricted gifts, or to discuss any potentially restricted gift with the Vicar in advance of
drawing up their Will.
If you would like to discuss leaving a legacy in your will and the purposes for which it would be left
please contact, on a confidential basis, either, in the first instance, the Legacy Officer Nick Hawes, the
Associate Vicar, or one of the Clergy.
Policy Last Updated October 2018
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Wealth Calculator
Estimated
Value (£000s)

Your
% share

Your estimated
value (£000s)

A

B

AxB

Main Residence (house)
Other Land/Property

(such as rental properties, holiday homes etc)

Personal Effects (cars, furniture, jewelery, etc.)
Other Collectables (art, antiques, stamps etc.)
Bank Account - Current A/c
Bank Account - Deposit A/c
Building Society Deposits
National Savings Investments
Premium Bonds
Shares
Fixed Interest/Gilts
Unit/Investment Trusts or similar
Investment Bonds
ISAs
Investments in Cryptocurrency
Share of a Business
Other Investment Assets (not covered above)
Debts owed to you by others
Beneficial Interest in a Trust(s)
if counting as inside the estate

Non Charitable Gifts made above the IHT
threshold within the last 7 years,
as indexed for Inheritance Tax

Sub-Total
Less
Estate Debts

Mortgages, Loans, sums owed to other individuals

Sub-Total
Wealth Likely to be outside the Estate for Inheritance Tax
Pensions if held in Trust
Expected proceeds from life insurance
Beneficial Interest in a Trust(s), if counting
as outside the estate

Total Wealth
Note - while the above includes many different wealth headings, you may have
other assets. In complex cases involving businesses, trusts etc, it is suggested
that professional help is engaged to assist you in valuing your estate.

